PERCY EDWIN BROOK

Percy Edwin Brook was born in Hailsham, Sussex on 9" January 1894 " .

By 1913 he had become a waiter at the Queens Hotel, Eastbourne. In 1914, in order to further his abilities
in his chosen profession, he took a position in the Continental Hotel, Berlin, Germany.

At the outbreak of war in August 1914, all foreign nationals in Germany were taken into custody and Percy
Brook, aged 18 years, together with some 4500 other men, was interned as a Civilian Prisoner-of-War at
Ruhleben in Spandau, a suburb of Berlin. Up until that time, Ruhleben had been a race-course for horses
drawing a very light two-wheeled carriage.

He was housed in Barrack 11, Box 12; and though he appears not to have left any personal record of his
experiences, whilst in camp he collected a great deal of material relating thereto.

This catalogued collection is a tribute to Percy Edwin Brook in that this accumulation of material is his
own.
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[1]. Original newspaper cuttings from the Sussex Country Herald 14 December 1918 reporting Percy
Brook’s return to Hailsham in August 1918.

[2]. Enlarged photocopied copy of the above

[3]. 8 items : a portrait photograph of Percy Edwin Brook, a photograph together with his colleagues
outside the Queen’s Hotel, Eastbourne, a photograph together with his colleagues inside the dining room of
the Queen’s Hotel, Eastbourne, a printed Queen’s Hotel menu dated October 10", 1913, 4 postcards
addressed to him from Gladys of Leyton, Essex, two to the Queen’s Hotel (January and March 1914), one
to 17 AlbrechtstraBe, Berlin " (April 1914) and one via the Comité International De La Croix Rouge,
Geneve

[4]. 6 items: 4 postcards of Spandau and 2 postcards of Trabrennbahn Ruhleben pre-1914















